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Thank you to all who contributed to our 
Thanksgiving Community Meal! Together, we 

provided meals for over 8,000 people! God Bless You!

CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24

4:00 pm Church and 
Hilkert Hall

6:00 pm, 8:00 pm,  
12:00 Midnight in Church

CHRISTMAS DAY
December 25

8:00 am, 10:00 am,  
12:00 noon

We are waiting in the darkness
Our souls still long for the light
Your very promise is a candle

That leads us through the night.

O Come, O come Emmanuel
Love Divine, come into our lives

Be The Light

Please invite your family and friends to join us at Saint Ambrose!
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THIS WEEK  •  MARK YOUR CALENDARS

CALENDAR KEY 
C  
CC
S
PLC 
GYM     
HH       
LCMT  
     
LCMK   
LCLK    
LCJN      
LCFM    
            
PLCJPII  
         
PLCMT  
             

Church
Church Chapel
School
Parish Life Center
Hilkert Hall GYM
Hilkert Hall
Lehner Center
Matthew
Lehner Center, Mark
Lehner Center, Luke
Lehner Center, John
Lehner Center, 
Fr. McGivney
Parish Life Center, 
John Paul II
Parish Life Center,
Mother Teresa

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
 

Sun.          9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Mon.          8:30 am -  8:30 pm
Tues. & Wed.   8:30 am - 8:00 pm
Thurs. & Fri.     8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat.           8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Phone:            330.460.7300
Fax:            330.460.7342
Web:        www.StAmbrose.us
Facebook:    StAmbrose.us
Twitter:         @StAmbroseChurch

THOSE CALLED HOME TO THE LORD

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let the perpetual light 
shine upon them.  And may the souls of all the faithful departed,                  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
8:00 am - 12:00 pm        Saint Nicholas Breakfast (HH)
10:30 am - 11:30 am      Breaking Open The Word (PLCJPII)
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm          Cub Scouts Den Meeting (LCLK) 
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm          FIAT Nights (HH)
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm          Men's Renewal (LCLK)
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm          Women's Renewal (LCMT)
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm          Cub Scouts Parent Meeting (LCMT)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3
9:00 am - 7:00 pm          Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction (CC)
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm          Divorce Care (LCMK)
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm          Divorce Care For Kids (LCJN)
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm          Scripture Study (LCLK)
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm          Athletic Boosters (LCJN)
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm       VIRTUS Training (PLCMT)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4
9:00 am - 11:00 am         Sarah's Circle (LCMK)
1:30 pm - 2:15 pm          Music Ministry Cantor (C)
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm          Music Ministry Angels Choir (C)
4:00 pm - 11:00 pm        Music Ministry Concert Practice (C)
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm          PPC Meeting (PLCJPII)
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm          Quilting and Sewing Ministry (LCLK)
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm          Ministry of Praise and Prayer (C)
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm          Knights of Columbus (LCFM)
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm          FIAT Core Meeting (LCJN)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5
9:00 am -10:00 am         SAS Yoga (HH)
9:00 am - 10:00 am        Senior Donut and Coffe Social (PLCMT)
9:30 am - 11:00 am        Scripture Study (LCLK)
10:30 am - 12:00 pm     Catholic Works of Mercy (LCMT)
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm         Book Club (LCFM)
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm         Good Samaritan Dinner (HH)
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm         Women's Guild Meeting (PLCJPII) 
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm         Adult Choir (C)
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm         Summer Festival Meeting (LCJN) 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm         Living With Cancer (LCMT)
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm         Griefshare (LCFM)
8:00 pm - 9:00 pm         PTU Meeting (PLCMT)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6
7:00 am - 4:00 pm           PTU Santa Shop (PLCMT)
10:30 am - 12:00 pm      Prayer Shawl Ministry (C)
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm          Griefshare (LCJN)
3:00 pm - 8:00 pm          Red Cross Blood Drive (HH)
5:45 pm - 9:30 pm          CWM/Boy Scouts (PLCMT)
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm          Legion Of Mary (CC)
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm          Brownie Troop (LCLK)
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm          Movie Night (LCMT)
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm          Stephen Ministry Training (LCFM)
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm          Hope For the Holidays (PLCJPII)
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm          Boy Scouts (HH)

FRIDAY, DECEMEBER 7
7:00 am - 4:00 pm           PTU Santa Shop (PLCMT)
8:00 am - 3:00 pm           Grade 3 Retreat (HH)
5:00 pm - 11:00 pm         BINGO (HH)
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm           Summer Festival Meeting (LCJN)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
11:00 am - 2:00 pm        Advent Tea (HH)
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm          Advent Concert and Potluck (HH)

We Remember...

Daniel Bolanovsky
 Brother of Corrine Gerladen
Born into Life: February 4, 1948
Called into Eternal Life:  November 15, 2018

Andrew Bosko
 Father of Lisa Ocacio
Born into Life: October 25, 1923
Called into Eternal Life:  November 25, 2018

Kaci DiSalvo-Evans
 Daughter of Pamela DiSalvo
Born into Life: July 13, 1986
Called into Eternal Life:  November 22, 2018

Nell Imperatore
 Mother of Carmela Ducic
Born into Life: May 26, 1920
Called into Eternal Life:  November 25, 2018

Ruth Starret
 Mother of Phillip Starret
Born into Life: August 24, 1934
Called into Eternal Life:  November 20, 2018



3WEEKLY PARISH BULLETIN - December 2, 2018

…”For that day 
will assault 
everyone who 
lives on the face 
of the earth. 
Be vigilant at 

all times and pray that you have the 
strength to escape the tribulations that 
are imminent and to stand before the 
Son of Man.” Our Gospel from Luke on 
this First Sunday of Advent sets the tone 
for this season – it is a time for watching, 
waiting, and being alert.  We are called to 
be vigilant so we are prepared but also, 
we are called to be alert to notice the 
action and presence of God in our lives 
every day and all the time.   How can 
we use these days of Advent to be – 
vigilant and watchful for the Lord.

…Our Advent theme comes from a song 
we will be singing over these four weeks, 
“Son of God, Love Divine, come in to 
our lives”.  What a beautiful prayer for 
us to recite over and again – Son of God, 
Love Divine, come in to my life.”   It’s both 
our Advent prayer and God’s promise – 
God wants to come in to our lives….to be 
our light, our hope, and our peace.

...Today’s bulletin contains an Advent 
calendar.   Our Advent Challenge is to 
use these days to welcome Christ into 
our lives.  It’s also filled with suggestions 
that each of us can do to bring the light 
and presence of Christ to one another 
and our world.  Take the Advent 
Challenge.

…There are still some Little Blue Books 
available at the doors of the Church.  
Two minutes a day can help you use 
these days of Advent to welcome your 
heart to the Lord.

…Today’s bulletin also contains the 
Advent Challenge.  It’s like an Advent 
Calendar in that it recommends a variety 
of spiritual and charitable activities for 
you to do over the 4 weeks of  Advent.  It’s 
a way to make these days of preparation 
a time of spiritual growth and awareness.  
May we live and love in such a way that 
we recognize the presence and action of 
God.  Son of God, Love Divine, come in to 
our lives.

…Many thanks to all who supported 
the #WeGiveCatholic day of giving.  

All the funds will support our 12 days 
of Christmas ministry.  This special 
outreach happens for the 12 days before 
Christmas.  
We are looking for you to nominate 
people in our community that need 
some extra hope and love this 
Christmas.  For 12 days one of our 
members will drop off small gifts to 
remind them of how much they are loved 
and cared for by God and our community.  
We are also looking for some ‘angels’ 
who can help with the delivery.  For 
more information or to nominate 
someone or offer to help, contact 
LHomady@StAmbrose.us.

…The Women’s Guild will have 
Christmas wafers – oplatki – available 
after all the weekend Masses during 
Advent.

…This past Tuesday, a group of our 
members spent the night at Clark 
Elementary in Cleveland passing out 
all the coats/jackets/hats/gloves we’ve 
collected over the past six weeks.  Beyond 
words, thank you.  There was a spirit of 
joy and gratitude that filled the gym as 
families came in and were ‘overwhelmed’ 
by your goodness.  I watched children 
hugging their new, warm jackets.   
You truly made the world – and our 
community – warmer and more loved 
by your thoughtfulness and goodness.  
God bless you over and again for the 
good you do in the name of the Lord.  
It’s a blessing beyond words for those 
we serve.  It’s humbling for me to see 
and experience your overwhelming 
goodness.

…BTW….at the end of the TurkeyBowl 
efforts….we collected almost 800 
turkeys.  All of which have been 
distributed and put to great use.  Extra 
meals were prepared for thanksgiving 
– thanks to you.  We also gave families 
at the Coat Distro a turkey.  Many did 
not have turkey on Thanksgiving.  Even 
more humbling, many carried their 
turkey home as they do not drive/have 
a car.  Everyone was blessed by your 
goodness!

…This coming Friday is the Feast of 
Saint Ambrose of Milan.  He said over 
and again, “there is no duty more urgent 
than giving thanks.”  I thank God for you 
every day.  I ask God over and again to 

bless you for your goodness and the 
good we do together for the Lord.  Many 
thanks to all who took up the challenge 
of posting pictures of their gratitude 
during this Season of thanks.  It was 
great to see so much gratitude and 
thanksgiving all over social media.  It was 
a refreshing change.

…To help us celebrate our patronal feast, 
and to set the tone for this special time 
of year, our Music Ministry invites all 
of us to a special Advent Concert on 
Saturday, December 8 at 7:00 pm in 
the Church.  All of our music ministries 
will be present and it promise to be an 
inspiring and uplifting night.  Please 
invite your family and friends to join you.

…Next Saturday during the day is our 
Advent Tea.  It’s a highlight of Advent 
with great food, wonderful friendship 
and meaningful messages to help all 
the women of our parish (of every age) 
keep focused on the real reason for the 
season.  Son of God, come in to our lives.  
All are welcome. For more information 
or tickets contact (HLanzarotta@
StAmbrose.us).

...As you look through today’s bulletin, 
there really is something to help all of us 
use these Advent days to be vigilant and 
watchful for the Lord.  Please mark your 
calendars and make plans to join us at 
Saint Ambrose.

…If you are reading this online, don’t 
forget to join us on Sunday for Breakfast 
with St. Ambrose, St. Nick and their 
friends.  It’s an amazing K of C breakfast 
along with pics with Santa in the winter 
wonderland…and crafts for the kids.  
Tickets are available at the door.  Please 
invite you kids and grandkids.

…May these days of Advent be 
blessed.  Watch your mail for the parish 
newsletter – The Angelus.  It, along 
with this bulletin, are filled with great 
information about ways to make this a 
blessed Advent for all.

PARISH NEWS  •  LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR
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Sunday, December 2 | 1st Sunday Of Advent
7:30  † Jennifer Wirkus (Barbara and Ed Ewolski)               RR
9:00  † Christine Faia (Family)              GH
10:30  † James Cooney, Sr. (Family)               RS
12:00  † Patricia Polz (Rudolph Polz)               RR
5:00  Saint Ambrose Members               RS

Monday, December 3 | St. Francis Xavier
8:15  † Sister Mary Incarnata (Joe Madigan)
5:30  † Martin Colleran (Family)

Tuesday, December 4
8:15  † Carol Carloss (Tracy Carloss & Family)

Wednesday, December 5
8:15  † Ted Nagy (Friend of family)
5:30  St. Ambrose Parish Family (Joy Chmielewski)

Thursday, December 6
8:15  † Carolyn Peters (Mother of Beth Saxon)

Friday, December 7 | St. Ambrose, Bishop & 
Doctor of the Church
8:15  Saint Ambrose Members
7:00  † Lynam Family (The Shaw Family)

Saturday, December 8 | The Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:15  † Devon Christopher Aromas-Janosik 
 (Aromas Family)
9:30  † Kathleen Yatson (Ed and Linda Gierlach)
4:30  Saint Ambrose Members          RS                
Sunday, December 9 | 2nd Sunday Of Advent
7:30  † Ianus Matei (Daughter)             RR
9:00  † Emma Warkovich (Wolanin Family)          RS
10:30  † Florence Ravo (The Pillatt Family)         GH
12:00  † Jeff Jones (Robert & Andrea McAvoy)          GH
5:00  † Patrick R. Coughlin Sr. (Wife)           RS

Mass Schedule
Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:15 am and 5:30 pm
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:15 am
Saturday: 8:15 am and 4:30 pm Vigil
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm and 5:00 pm

Collin Apicella
Jordon Belaska
Nancy Craig 
Brian Daly
Barbara Droll
Shannon Fitz
Laverne Frohlich
Victoria Gabriel

Lisa Gannon
Mary Holland
Lillian Johnson 
Joy Keller 
Colette Keenan
Veronica Kossuth
Baby Ariana Krakora
Earl Lauerhahs

Pray for Our Sick
Donna Madar
Karen Pencek
Sheila Reagan
Shirley Rehman
John Roth
Emerson Sholtis
Warren Simmons
Diane Spott

If you would like your loved one’s name on the prayer list, call Connie 
at 330.225.9236.  We publish the names of our sick in the bulletin 
for 3 weeks.  Visit www.StAmbrose.us/PrayerList for the complete list. 

Those Battling Cancer
Please Pray for Them and Their Families

Bob Close
Alyce Hanlon 
Marie Hein
Shannon Hilpon
Mark Hogan
John Paul Kelly
Bob Klaehn
Dolores Lauerhahs
Terri Leitter
Helen Mancuso
Cindy Montonaro

Collin Nemet
Nancy Niemesch
Paul Rehman
 Carol Sabo
Jerry Sipan 
Andy Stamper
Angelo Stavole
Joanne Walsh
Bob Williams
Chester Yanke

Children and Teen Envelopes 
Our Young People’s Incredible Gifts
Every week, our young people contribute to Saint Ambrose–not only 
through monetary gifts, but through their actions. Here are some of 
the ways our kids have been like Christ in 
our community.
    “I made quilts for the 12 Days of Christmas Ministry.”
    “I helped serve at the Thanksgiving Community Meal.”
     “I made prayer cards for  the Thanksgiving Meal.”

INTENTIONS  •  REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Week of November 18

Sunday 
Collection

November 25, 
2018

July 1, 2018 -  
Nov. 4, 2018

July 1, 2016 -  
Nov. 5, 2017

Sunday Collection $20,965 $668,387 $682,198

Amount Needed $(33,500) $(737,000)

Over / (Under) $(12,535) $(68,613)

Building Fund $455 $19,574

ACH Collection $3,267 (weekly);  $0 (monthly) 

Children’s Envelopes $63 with 52 collected

Week of November 25

Sunday 
Collection

November 18, 
2018

July 1, 2018 -  
Nov. 18, 2018

July 1, 2016 -  
Nov. 19, 2017

Sunday Collection $39,963 $647,422 $622,165

Amount Needed $(33,500) $(703,500)

Over / (Under) $6,463 $(56,078)

Building Fund $1,002 $19,119

ACH Collection $3,267 (weekly);  $19,502 (monthly) 

Children’s Envelopes $90 with 60 collected

In this season of gift giving and end of year donations, 
please prayerfully consider a special gift in service to 

the work of the Lord and our parish community.   
Your generous support makes it possible for our parish to do 

all the good work we do for the Lord and our community.  
Please consider an generous gift to Saint Ambrose.  
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5:45 - 7:30 p.m.
Students and their families are invited to join the Saint Ambrose community 

as we re-enact that joyful night where Heaven and earth collided 
and God gave us His most precious gift. 

Followed by fun in Hilkert Hall with family activities, crafts and a chili bar 
with all the toppings! Bring your favorite Christmas treat to share. 

Enter into the Advent season 
remembering where it all began.

www.StAmbrose.us

Sunday, December 16 

Invite your friends and family to join you!

December 15/16 ...All Weekend Masses
A thirty year old tradition that was started in Rome at the Vatican. Every family 
is invited to bring their “Baby Jesus” from their Nativity Scene to all weekend 
Masses and receive a blessing.  The Bambinelli Blessing will bring us to 
experience God’s true joy and love that comes to us from the infant Jesus.  

BlessingBAMBINELLI

Nativity
LIVING

Live Animals • Food • Fun • Perfect Family Night
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Unsung Hero
John Taylor

“Let no one ever come to you without 
leaving better and happier. Be the 
living expression of God’s kindness; 
kindness in your face, kindness in your 
eyes, kindness in your smile.” 
   – Saint Teresa of Calcutta

John Taylor wears many hats – you’ll catch him in a Saint 
Ambrose apron, serving in the kitchen with his fellow Knights of 
Columbus, or in a parking vest directing traffic for the summer 
festival or The FEST, or in full regalia helping our parish celebrate 
various liturgies and celebrations. Regardless of what role he is 
in, he does everything with a smile and is always happy to help 
however he can. 

John serves our parish and community in so many ways. He’s 
an active member (and past Grand Knight) of the Knights of 
Columbus, serves as an usher for Masses, and more. He oversees 
parking for The FEST, recruiting and organizing volunteers, 
preparing the lots, and enduring the heat and elements to make 
sure every car gets safely parked and every guest is warmly 
welcomed. 

His dedication and heart for service is inspiring, and he shares his 
joyful spirit and sense of humor with those he serves and those 
who serve alongside him. John is a devoted father and husband, 
and their family can often be found serving together or spending 
time at parish events.

John really embodies this quote from Saint Teresa of Calcutta, 
following in her example of sharing God’s kindness with everyone 
around him, no matter the task at hand. We are so blessed to 
have John and his family at Saint Ambrose, and we are extremely 
thankful for the many ways he gives his time and talent to serve 
our parish family!

- Caitlin O'Neill

Angels Among Us
This Thanksgiving we saw so many acts of kindness, selflessness 
and community as we joined together to provide a Thanksgiving 
meal to those in need.  The spirit at Saint Ambrose is amazing 
and we are thankful for you! We would love to hear your "Unsung 
Hero" stories throughout this season of Advent. If you know 
about an Angel that walks among us here in our community, 
go to www.stambrose.us/unsunghero and submit your story. 

PARISH NEWS  •  STAY INFORMED

2020 Pilgrimage
Switzerland, Germany and Austria

Join Fr. Rob and other St. 
Ambrose members from May 25 
– June 5, 2020 on a Pilgrimage 
to Switzerland, Germany and 
Austria as we experience the 
Passion Play in Oberammergau, 
performed once every 10 years. 
The play takes us through the 

final days of Christ's life in a grand style that truly makes it 
a once in a lifetime experience!  

We will also spend time in Upper Bavaria, Munich, Salzburg, 
Vienna and Prague.  There is an optional two day extension 
to Berlin available.  The cost for the trip is $5,399 per 
person in a double room.  

Call Fr. Rob at 330.460.7311 or Jerusalem Tours 
(888.373.8687) for more information. Due to high demand 
only 50 seats available.  Itinerary and Registration forms 
available at the front desk of the Parish Life Center.       

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Many Thanks!

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry fulfilled 
a request for 80 lap blankets for a 
special group working with therapy 
dogs that visit several nursing homes 
in Brunswick and Medina. This call 
came in late September and my 

thought at first was No Way! I needed to ask if and how the 
ladies felt taking on such a large project, since I don’t knit 
or crochet, it would be up to them. In fact I’m lucky to sew 
a button when needed - just ask Tom. Truth be told, they 
said “ yes.”  They reached their goal this week and now can 
rest their tired fingers. A big Thank You also goes out to 
those who donated yarn for this project. God Bless You!               
Wishing you and all your loved ones all the wonder and 
magic of Christmas. - Helen Sheridan

Readings for the Week
www.usccb.org
  Mon      IS 2:1-5; MT 8:5-11
  Tues IS 11:1-10; LK 10:21-24
  Wed IS 25:6-10A; MT 15:29-37
  Thurs IS 26:1-6; MT 7:21, 24-27
  Fri  IS 29:17-24; MT 9:27-31
  Sat GN 3:9-15, 20; LK 1:26-38
  Sun BAR 5:1-9; LK 3:1-6
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SAVE THE DATE  •  UPCOMING EVENTS & NEWS

With Advent beginning this weekend, there are plenty 
of ways to get involved and prepare your heart for the 
coming of Jesus! If you love picking out the perfect gift, 
be sure to stop by the Advent Pines and choose a tag 
for someone in need. Maybe baking is your thing? Grab 
a family member and join us for Generations of Faith 
Christmas Cookie Baking on December 15. For more 
opportunities, visit www.StAmbrose.us or email CRainey@
StAmbrose.us.  

Catholic Works Of Mercy
Kindness Pines

Knowing we all have so much to be 
grateful for as we look around our 
parish, as we come to the table at St. 
Ambrose, we are all aware that there 
are many neighbors in need.  With 
that, as we enter the season of Advent,  

the Kindness Pine trees are present and have tags for items 
our families can use to stay warm this winter and various 
other items as well.  As you take a tag, please sign in on the 
sheet provided near the tree.  Please plan on returning your 
unwrapped items with the gift number attached before 
December 12.  You are appreciated.

Cookie Baking 
Young and old, bring all of your 
generations together to do something 
special together this Christmas season!

We have a fun class planned to learn more 
about Christmas Cookies, Baking and 
Family Traditions. And of course... 
MAKE COOKIES TOGETHER!

December 15, 2018
1:00 pm in Hilkert Hall

Christmas 
CLASS

Fun for the whole family!

Have a favorite 

recipe? Bring it 

to share!

A word of Greek origin, supposed to signify a mountain or elevation quoting the 
following from the Prophet Isaiah (40:9): “Get thee up upon a high mountain, 
thou that brings good tidings to Sion: lift up thy voice with strength”. And in 
the same connection lie also alludes to Our Blessed Lord preaching from a 
mountain: “He went up into a mountain--and opening his mouth he taught 
them” (Matthew 5:1, 2).  

Ambos are believed to have taken their origin from the raised platform from 
which the Jewish rabbis read the Scriptures to the people, and they were first 
introduced into churches during the fourth century, were in universal use by the ninth, reaching their full development and 
artistic beauty in the twelfth century.  An ambo is an elevated desk or pulpit from which in the early churches and basilicas the 
Gospel and Epistle were chanted or read, and all kinds of communications were made to the congregation; and sometimes 
the bishop preached from it.  Originally there was only one ambo in a church, placed in the nave, and provided with two flights 
of steps; one from the east, the side towards the altar; and the other from the west. From the eastern steps the subdeacon, with his 
face to the altar, read the Epistles; and from the western steps the deacon, facing the people, read the Gospels.  The inconvenience 
of having one ambo soon became manifest, and in consequence in many churches two ambones were erected.  

Our new ambo at St. Ambrose will be a stunning, strong, permanent structure to proclaim God’s Holy Word and intercede 
on behalf of God’s Holy People.    

THE AMBO:
Learning about our Church...

Lift up thy voice with strength...
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UPCOMING EVENT  •  PLEASE JOIN US

SARA CARNES Born and raised in Northeast Ohio, Sara Carnes is all O-H-I-O! She loves to 
bring joy to all of her listeners as she co-hosts the morning show with Len Howser on 95.5 The 
Fish.  You can also see her as a TV personality for “News 5 Cleveland” and as an entertainment 
host for the “Cleveland Browns” at every home game. Sara lives in Chagrin Falls with her husband 
Russ, and two daughters, Makayla and Reagan. She is passionate about healthy living, and loves 
cooking, hiking, biking, and being outdoors!  But most importantly, Sara has a tremendous love of 
Jesus. Through many ups and downs in life, she has persevered and counts all of her joys to the 
life of freedom that she lives in Christ.  Join us as Sara will share how through this Advent season, 
we can all persevere and experience the love and freedom through living in Jesus Christ. 

www.StAmbrose.us

Advent Tea“Son of God, Come into our Lives”

Please stop by the Parish Life Center 
front office to purchase your tickets. 
TICKET DEADLINE: December 1st.  

For more information, please contact Lisa 
Homady or Helen Lanzarotta at 330-460-7300.

Take some time for yourself, invite your family and friends, 
and spend an afternoon celebrating the Son of God, our Love Divine. 

RSVP

Tickets

Saturday, December 8, 2O18

Tickets are $10.00 per person. Includes a light lunch with dessert, 
tea and drinks, a dynamic presentation by Sara Carnes, 

and a meaningful afternoon with close friends and family.

Hostess: You can also be a Hostess where you decorate 
your own table. If you would like to be a hostess, 

please contact Jane Baldwin to reserve your table.

Let the love of God strengthen and deepen our hearts and minds this Advent season.  
Join us for our 3rd annual Advent Tea with guest speaker Sara Carnes, co-host 

of 95.5 The Fish, as Jesus comes into our lives to be our light

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 pm. in Hilkert Hall
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Please continue to pray for all the men and women serving our 
country, for their families who miss them dearly and for their 
safe return home.  If you have someone to add, please contact 
Michele Sumner:  MSumner@StAmbrose.us

Pray for Those Serving and Their Families:
SSG Michael Duniec  Air Force  
MAJ David M. Elliott  Marine Corps 
LT Travis Elliott  Navy
LT Serena Gerfy  Navy
PO Rob Hartman  Navy
MAJ Brad Klusmann  Marine Corps   
MAJ Jared Klusmann  Marine Corps 
AIT            Mitchell Knirnschild Navy
CPL Nicholas Levitsky Marine Corps 
SPC William Mortensen Army
LCPL Christian Nowak Marine Corps 
SSGT Matthew Pyzik  Air Force 
LCPL  Lukas Robison  Marine Corps
BG Stephen Sklenka Marine Corps
2ndLT Zachary Taylor  Marine Corps
CW2  John A. Tevis  Army

Active Military

OUR PARISH  •  FAMILY NEWS

Day Pilgrimage
Friday, December 28

On Friday, December 28, join Fr. Rob as we travel to the Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus, St. John Cantius 
and St. Patrick to experience these ethnic churches at their Christmas best!  We will tour the churches 
and learn about their beautiful Nativity scenes. Lunch will be at Hofbräuhaus Cleveland (lunch included 
in price of trip). 
The cost for the day is $40 per person. (Due to the logistics of the bus rental, there can be no refunds. If 
you are unable to make it after your reservation is made, please find a replacement. Thank you for 
your understanding).  Daily Mass will be celebrated as part of the pilgrimage. We invite you to travel with 
us as we celebrate our faith and the legacy left to us in these monuments to the Lord and the hope of the 

Christ Child during the season of joy. The bus will leave Saint Ambrose at 8:15 am and will return at 4:30 pm. To register or have 
any questions answered, call Helen Sheridan at 330.460.7322.

Saint Ambrose Friday Night Bingo
The Friendliest Game In Town
 Our Progressive Jackpot last Friday evening was still at $10,000, with a limited number of chances 

left.  Don’t miss out on your chance to win not only the Progressive, but over $6,000 in other cash 
prizes!   

We also guarantee a minimum payout of $1,000 on our Coverall Game, with a chance to win up to an 
additional $2,199 if you win on our bonus jackpot.
In addition to 22 games of bingo and a wide variety of instant tickets, this Friday we are giving away 

a free extra coverall with any computer purchase.  

A guaranteed fun evening, free popcorn and coffee, large payouts, fun instant tickets, generous door prizes, and delicious 
food at a very reasonable price. The doors open at 5:00 pm and the Early Bird games start at 7:00 pm. We hope to see you this 
Friday at the “Friendliest Bingo Game in Town”.

Generations of Faith 
Campaign Update

We are truly grateful for our 
pledges and for all we are able 
to accomplish because of your 
goodness. If you would like 
information on how to make a 
pledge, please visit the website: 

www.StAmbrose.us/vision2020-pledge or contact Jake 
Bihari – Jbihari@StAmbrose.us, 330.460.7300. Every bit 
helps. May God continue to bless our efforts!     

    Total Amount Pledged:          $4,522,531.35
    Total # of Pledges:                     796
 
   Total Pledges Paid to Date:  $1,154,014.72 (thank you!)
Total Deposits (week of 11/12/18): $30,943.00
Total Deposits (week of 11/19/18): $9,393.33

Thank you for your continued support and all of your 
generosity. We are so grateful and truly blessed!
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Saint Ambrose Catholic 
School
It's Our Time!
We thank you, God, we give thanks; we 
call upon your name, we declare your 
wonderful deeds.     -Psalms 75:2

Dear Friends,

The Holy Spirit has been very active! Kindergarten's 
Thanksgiving Feast then our Grades 1-8 Italian Thanksgiving 
Feast (in honor of St. Ambrose's heritage) brought so many 
children, families and volunteers together for great meals and 
family times. 

Our Read-a-Thon fall fundraiser was a huge blessing.  Everyone's 
efforts surpassed our goals handily: over 100,000 minutes were 
read by our students and over $20,000 was raised for school 
initiatives!  

Our NJHS and Student Council members had the opportunity to 
serve a First Thanksgiving meal to students at Thomas Jefferson 
International Newcomers Academy in Cleveland. 

We commissioned many new Liturgical Ministers who are 
serving as lectors, sacristans, servers, ushers and greeters, and 
singing in our Gaudete! school choir. Following our beautiful 
school Mass, the students and their families enjoyed a breakfast 
reception together.  

We also treated our 8th Grade young ladies and gentlemen to 
their annual Etiquette Lunch.  Father Bob shared an etiquette 
lesson and the students enjoyed time in polite conversation and 
good manners over a lunch prepared by Mrs. Chrissy Balentine.

Thank you to our 5th Grade students who bagged the loaves of 
bread distributed at our parish's 9:00 am Thanksgiving Mass.  It 
was heartwarming to see so many families celebrating God's 
abundance at the Table of the Lord.

Mr. D. and I are beyond grateful for you, our students, faculty and 
staff, school families and partners. The work we do together is 
rich with opportunity and promise. 

May Advent be a time of great peace and blessing for you and 
your families!

Littlest Angels 
Preschool
A Note from Catherine Mitchell:
J is for Jesus…the REASON for the 
SEASON! It is a blessing to teach our 
little angels during this special time 

of year. We love sharing our faith with the preschool 
students and helping them to anticipate and celebrate 
Jesus’ birth. 

We teach the children about the words truth and grace. 
We explain that grace is like being given an amazing 
gift you don’t deserve.  That is what God gave us when 
He gave us Jesus. God loved us enough to give us this 
amazing gift, Jesus! 

We are celebrating by attending the 
Saint Ambrose, Saint Nick and Friends 
Breakfast this Sunday and preparing 
for our Family Christmas Program next 
week. There’s nothing sweeter than the 
sound of little voices singing joyfully for 
Jesus! 

“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ.” 
   - John 1:17

Advent Blessings, 

- Catherine Mitchell

PSR News
Our PSR students have many opportunities during this Advent 
season to grow in their faith as we wait and prepare for the birth of 
Jesus Christ. Take some time to join your child at one of the many 
programs and events being offered.

- Janet Majka
330.460.7321 | JMajka@StAmbrose.us

EDUCATION NEWS  •  OUR CHILDREN

- Lisa Cinadr
330.460.7350 | LCinadr@StaSchool.us 

December Calendar: 

1st Grade Advent Workshop
Saturday, December 1
 9:00 am 
Monday, December 3 
 6:30 pm

Advent Prayer Service
Wednesday, December 5   
 5:30pm 
Monday, December 10   
 7:30pm 

Jesse Tree Project 
Wednesday, December 5 
Monday, December 10 

RCIA for Children Session 
# 3
Wednesday, December 5 at 
6:30pm in LL2 

Special Ed PSR Mass 
Saturday, December 15    
 8:15 am 

PSR Christmas Caroling 
Saturday, December 15 

Living Nativity Presentation 
Sunday, December 16 after 
the 5:00 pm Mass 

Christmas Break 
No Classes 
December 19 - January 8 
Classes resume January 9, 12 
and 14 
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March for Life
Washington D.C. Bus Trip

The Knights of Columbus, Council 4847 
present a bus trip to the 2019 March for 
Life. The bus will leave St. Ambrose Parish 
on Thursday night, January 17, travelling 
overnight to arrive in Washington, D.C., 
on Friday January 18.  Before the Rally and 

March for Life at the US Capital area, we will attend the Vigil 
for Life Closing Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception on Friday morning.  We will 
return Friday evening following the March, arriving back at St. 
Ambrose after midnight on January 19. A boxed lunch will be 
included, compliments of Medina County Right to Life.

Cost: Adults: $45 / Students: $30. Contact Marty Shaw for more 
information or to reserve your seat at 216.533.7737
or mshaw603@gmail.com  You may also book online at 
KofC4847.org. 

   “REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS”

Yoga: Every Wednesday from 9:00 am - 10:00 am 
   (No Yoga on December 26)

December 2        “Annie” Cassidy Theatre

December 5 Coffee & Donut Social – 9:00 am

December 10       Senior Christmas Breakfast 

December 16       Living Nativity – 6:00 pm

December 16       Community Meal – 1:00 pm

December 21        Off-Site Lunch – European (RSVP)  

Senior Breakfast on December 10th will be available at 
9:00 am in the Mother Teresa Room along with the voices 
of our pre-school children singing Christmas songs as we 
prepare for the arrival of Our Savior.  RSVP is required by 
December 5.

NOTE:  We will not host senior social activities during 
the December through March, per your request. We 

will however continue our coffee and donut social first 
Wednesday of the month at 9:00 am.

For Questions or to RSVP, 
please contact Helen Sheridan:

330.460.7332 or HSheridan@StAmbrose.us

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  •  OUR PARISH AND DIOCESE

SENIOR CORNER
LET'S GET TOGETHER

St. Ambrose Relay For Life
Shop With Us This Holiday Season!

Welcome to our Mixed Bag 
Designs Fundraiser: www.
mixedbagdesigns.com/landing-
page?fundraiserid=643384.
Our mission will continue this coming 
June to invite hundreds of community 

members to come together to celebrate those who are 
fighting the battle of Cancer and to remember our family and 
friends who have lost the battle. By shopping at this link, we 
can earn up to 40% off for every online sale .  The collection 
of products includes home, garden, office, travel and more. 
Let this link be the tool to simplifying your shopping efforts 
and help support StAR4LIFE... All donations will contribute to 
the much needed support of our community members who 
have been touched by the challenges of Cancer.  

Stephen Ministry
“The way we came to know love was 
that He laid down his life for us; so we 
ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers.”       – 1 John 3:16

If you would like more information contact Jane Baldwin at 
330.460.7381, JBaldwin@StAmbrose.us or Lisa Homady at 
330.460.7315, LHomady@StAmbrose.us. 

Women's Guild Christmas Party
December 12

It's the most wonderful time of the 
year! Our Christmas party will take 
place on December 12 at 6:30 pm in 
Hilkert Hall for our members. Please 
remember to bring any hats or gloves. 
This will be our last get together until 

February 27, so we hope you can join us for a jolly good time!
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Father Bob Stec, Pastor 330.460.7333
Father Rob Ramser, Parochial Vicar 330.460.7311
Deacon Clem Belter
Deacon Gary Tomazic
Deacon Thomas Sheridan
Deacon Frank Weglicki
Abbot Gary Hoover, OSB, Weekend Assistant
Jane Baldwin, Spiritual Life Coordinator 330.460.7381
Matthew Fodor, Music Ministry 330.460.7337
Lisa Homady, Care and Compassion Coordinator 330.460.7315
Helen Lanzarotta, Music Parish Coordinator 330.460.7343
Mike Mascio, Business Operations Manager 330.460.7344
Max Menkhaus, Music Ministry 330.460.7300
Caitlin O’Neill, FIAT Youth Ministry 330.460.7387
Helen Sheridan, Family Life Ministry 330.460.7322

SUPPORT STAFF
Natalie English, Marketing Strategist 330.460.7334

PSR STAFF
Deb Houdek, PSR Secretary 330.460.7326
Janet Majka, PSR Coordinator 330.460.7321

SCHOOL STAFF
Lisa Cinadr, Day School Principal 330.460.7350
Chris Dziedzicki, Day School Assistant Principal 330.460.7362
Catherine Mitchell, Preschool Director 330.460.7361
Breanne Logue, Institutional Advancement 330.460.7318
Maryellen Newrones, Administrative Assistant 330.460.7353

PARISH LEADERS
Bob Downs, Parish Finance Council 330.273.3108
Bryce Rausch, Parish Finance Council 215.896.9248
Ryan Harrington, Athletic Director 330.273.1801
Frank Gati, School Advisory Board SAB@StASchool.us 
Jane Baldwin, 330.460.7381

BAPTISM:  Parents need to attend a Pre-Baptism Class for 
their first child.  Call Kim Nemet at 330.460.7316 to register. 

MARRIAGE:  Congratulations!  Please call a priest or deacon 
at the Parish Office at least six months prior to proposed date to 
begin your wedding preparations.

JOURNEY TO EMMAUS:  
Come and learn more about the Catholic faith.  Call the PLC.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Confessions 
are celebrated Saturdays from 3:30 pm – 4:00 pm and by 
appointment. 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Call 330.460.7300 to register.  
Current members please notify Parish Office if you move.

Staff and Contact 

Sacraments

Baptism

Prayer Requests
Let Our Parish Community 
Surround You in Prayer
Lord, I pray for a friend who his 
battling cancer and his family. May 
he blessed with a wonderful Holiday 
season as he faces his final days.  
Lord, we pray for strength and 
comfort for him and his family. We ask that this Christmas 
is special and memorable for them as they prepare for his 
final battle with cancer. Amen.

Chapel Hours 
6:00 am-10:00 pm, Monday-Friday

6:30 am-8:00 pm, Saturday
6:00 am-7:00 pm, Sunday 

 III.     Matt Meadows & Maria Margida

JOIN US FOR ADORATION 
Bring your prayers to the Lord at our weekly Adoration, 

beginning at 9:00 am every Monday in our chapel. 
The day concludes with Benediction at 7:30 pm.

Sacraments

Banns of Marriage
Engagements:   Please call a priest or deacon at the Parish 
Office at least six months prior to proposed date to begin your 
wedding preparations.

We Welcome into the Waters...
Delany Malia Lynn Scott

Baptism Classes:  Parents need to attend a Pre-Baptism Class 
for their first child. Call Kim Nemet at 330.460.7316 to register. 

CONTACT INFORMATION  •  SACRAMENTS

Weddings
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Questions? 
- Caitlin O'Neill
COneill@StAmbrose.us | 330.460.7387
Stay Connected

Facebook: StAmbroseFIAT | Twitter: StAmbrose_FIAT

FIAT (Faith In Action Teens)
Join in on our Journey!

Junior High News
Junior High Retreat
The junior high PSR students 
were invited to participate 
in our annual retreat on 
November 17. Lead by the 
amazing SENT team from 
Franciscan University ,the 
students focused on how 
each of them are called 
to “Rise Up” to be the best 
version of themselves for 
Jesus Christ. 

The team engaged the 
students the whole day 
through prayer, witnessing, 
games, music and fun ending with 
Mass. 
I was blessed to see so many 
of our students making 
new friends, sharing their 
faith in small groups and 
celebrating the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

YOUTH NEWS  •  INFO FOR OUR TEENS

Our annual Metanoia Retreat is right around the corner (January 4-6) and 
our theme this year is “Journey.” Start 2019 off on the right foot and join us, 
this is one retreat you don’t want to miss! Here’s what people had to say 
about Metanoia V (January 2018):

 “It was a really fun and eye opening experience…you get to hang out  
 with friends, meet new people, and get closer to God.”

 “I got so much out of this retreat that I don’t believe it. It has been a  
 great weekend.”

 “Glad I came, I grew closer to God. I would suggest this to people  
 making Confirmation.”

 “Overall, I’m looking forward to coming back next year. I grew in my  
 faith and made some new friends.”

Come and see for yourself! Permission forms and 
details can be found online at www.myFIAT.us/
forms/ and in the Youth Ministry Office. Spots are 
limited, sign up today to save yours!  

 

Advent
Hope | Peace | Joy| Love

CLOW
Children's Liturgy Of The Word

Hope, Faith, Joy and 
Peace are the meaning 
of the four candes on 
the Advent wreath.
These are the types of 

questions we will explore with your children 
when they join us for Children's Liturgy Of 
The Word. We offer CLOW at the 4:30 pm 
Saturday Vigil Mass and on Sunday at the 9:00 
am and 10:30 am Mass. For each Mass, there 
is an Adult Leader that does the readings, the 
homily and the prayers.

Journey With Jesus
Special Person Day
Our Journey with Jesus students and their families enjoyed a morning 
celebrating the “special people” in their lives. Many thanks to Melissa 
Yarmesch and her team for ‘planting the seeds” of faith in our preschool 
students. 




